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News At A Glance: 

· Boatyard Feasibility Study 
looks at opportunities for 
expansion and improvements 

· A visit from State Representa-
tive Suzanne Weber gives the 
Port an opportunity to discuss 
and showcase major projects 
and improvements 

· The Port continues to replace 
piles along piers and at the 
Marina, and continue dredging 
of the Marina and Central 
Waterfront to maintain ade-
quate water depths   

· Students from CCC Historic 
Preservation Society Program 
work on windows at Airport’s 
Overbay Building 

· Film crew uses Port sites for 
Indie drama film “Sometimes I 
Think About Dying” 

· Employee highlight – Brent 
Gilland at the Warrenton-
Astoria Regional Airport 

 

Boatyard Feasibility Study 1 

Rep Weber Visits the Port 2 

Pile Replacements and 
Dredging 

2 

Work on Overbay Building 4 

Film Crew at the Port 4 

Employee Feature 5 

Inside this issue: 

The Pier 3 Boatyard provides essential 
services to boaters from around the 
region.  Though essential, these 
services are limited by the boatyard’s 
restricted footprint (4 acres),  boat lift 
capacity (88 tons), and lack of covered 
work and vendor shop space. 

In recent years, vessel owners have 
addressed these limitations in many 
requests to the Port.  These requests 
include the desire to increase haulout 
capacity as well as add maintenance 
buildings and additional infrastructure 
that will allow project work to continue 
through Astoria’s wettest and windiest 
seasons.  

In response to the growing requests, 
the Port engaged BST Associates in 
November of 2021 to conduct a 
Boatyard Expansion Feasibility Study 
with engineering work to be completed 
by PBS Engineering.  The cost of the 
study will be covered by Business 
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The Boatyard’s current 88-ton boat lift (left) and vessels being stored at the shipyard. 

Oregon’s Port Planning and Marketing Fund 
(75%) and the remaining 25% will be covered by 
the Port of Astoria.     

To ensure project success, the Port contracted 
with the former Executive Director of the Port of 
Toledo, Bud Shoemake, to facilitate the study 
and shepherd the Port of Astoria through the 
expansion process.  The study is expected to 
conclude in April, with a full report to be 
presented to the Port Commission shortly 
thereafter. 

On Pier 3, north of the Boatyard, 12 acres of unused space could provide an 
excellent footprint for expanded operations (above). 



 

 

After the visit, 
Representative Weber 
shared these thoughts:  

“I have to say, I am very 
impressed with the 
progress being made. The 
vision to move forward is 
clear and consistent. 
There is surely a need for 
major infrastructure 
improvements and while 
that comes with a high 
degree of difficulty, I 
have confidence in this 
team's ability to see it 
through.”  

 

Central Waterfront Dredging 
The Port recently completed dredging at the Central Waterfront, the site of deep draft 
terminals along piers 1, 2, and 3. Dredging maintains the Port’s ability to act as a 
port of call for a variety of vessels and in service to a variety of functions, including 
the needs of seafood processors on Pier 2 who historically land over 100 million 
pounds of fish annually. 

The Port faces exceptional dredging challenges along the Central Waterfront. The 
current work window is limited to the four-month period from November through 
February and is typically a time of severe winter storms and extreme tidal swings. 
Dredging of this area is done in-house using a 1972 Dixie 16-inch hydraulic suction 
dredge, which was originally designed for much shallower depths but has since been 
modified. These modifications have compromised the vessel’s integrity and operation-
al efficiency,  and various solutions are being explored to address these challenges. 

Marina Dredging 
Bergerson Construction is now completing its 
second year of a three-year dredging contract 
in the West Mooring Basin.  Final volumes for 
this year’s dredging will be determined by a 
post-dredge bathymetry survey in March 
2022, but the Port expects volumes to match 
the 27,500 cubic yards of material removal 
called for in this year’s dredge plan.  This 
work helps maintain slips and passageways 
into the marina and ensures safe access for 
all vessels entering the West Mooring Basin.  
Final dredging within the West Basin is ex-
pected to conclude by February of 2023.    

Pile Replacements 
The Port recently contracted with Bergerson Construction to replace 26 
wooden piles with steel piles along Pier 2 East. In total, close to 100 
fender piles each along Pier 1 West and Pier 2 East need to be replaced 
at an estimated cost of $8,250.00 per pile. Historically, the Port has 
replaced no more than 25 piles per year; consistent with this realistic 
approach, the Port intends to do this project in phases until all damaged 
piles are replaced. 

Additionally, 27 guide piles at the West Basin Marina were removed and 
replaced. In a cost-saving effort, the Port originally installed three 
hundred 9-inch (diameter) piles for the docks and floats within the West 
Basin, despite the design for 12.75-inch piles. These undersized piles are 
now failing at an accelerated rate, and the Port will remedy this issue by 
replacing approximately 115 guide piles over the next four years. 

Waterfront Projects 

Port Visited by Representative Suzanne Weber 
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The Port of Astoria’s Dixie vessel dredging in Slip 2 

Representative Suzanne Weber and Port of Astoria Executive 
Director, Will Isom 

In January, the Port received a 
visit from Oregon State 
Representative, Suzanne Weber, 
and Constituent Services Director, 
Katy Pritchard. A facilities tour 
and discussion highlighted the 
needs of the Port and the local 
community.  

The visit focused on the necessity 
for major infrastructure 
improvements, as well as  projects 
that are underway, including the 
Port’s partnership with the City of 
Astoria on the Astoria Waterfront 
Master Plan.  

The tour concluded with a visit to 
the Warrenton-Astoria Regional Airport, where the Port has recently wrapped up two 
major projects and is currently working on an Airport Master Plan.  



 

 

 

Port Offices Featured in Indie Drama Film 
In the fall of 2021, the Port of Astoria’s 422 Gateway 
Building was used as a site location for the upcoming 
feature-length film, Sometimes I Think About Dying. 
The film, staring Daisy Ridley of the Star Wars 
franchise, is set to be released sometime this year.  

While exact details of the project are unknown, a Port 
location was specifically sought out as part of a storyline 
that includes a maritime office. Two suites were 
selected, including Suite 225 pictured on the right. Both 
have been vacant for some time and are in need of minor 
repairs and cosmetic work, but the well-
worn look was “perfect” for what the 
scouting crew had in mind. Along with 
rental of the space, some unused Port of 
Astoria office furniture and supplies were 
rented to the production company for use in 
the film. 

Anyone familiar with the Port of Astoria 
logo will notice a similarity to the fictional 
logo used in the film. Cast members and 
crew pictured on the right can be seen 
holding up the sign for the Columbia Basin 
Port Authority, commemorating their time 
here at the Port. 
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What’s New on Port Property 

TENANT UPDATES 

Through a partnership with the Clatsop Community College’s Historic 
Preservation & Restoration program, students from a Window Restoration 
Workshop have teamed up with Port staff on some essential repairs to the 
exterior of the building currently occupied by Overbay Houseworks, on the 
north side of SE 12th Place at the Airport.  

Led by instructor Lucien Swerdloff, the hands-on workshops give the stu-
dents the opportunity to remove 
the original wood  windows and 
begin restoring or replacing 
sashes, jambs, broken glass, and 
rotten wood. Many of the win-
dows are currently inoperable. 
As of March 1st, 11 windows 
have been restored.  

Pictured (from top right): Students and Port staff 
working on refurbishing windows; students 
surveying the exterior of the Overbay Building; an 
original wood window receiving some attention 
from CCC students. 

Suite 225 at the 422 Gateway Building (above) and film crew (below) 

Window Restoration Project 



 

 

The Port of Astoria seeks to generate income and economic growth and 

prosperity in a safe and environmentally responsible manner for its citizens 

through creation of family wage jobs and prudent management of its assets. 
422 Gateway Ave 
Suite 100 
Astoria, OR 97103  

PORT OF ASTORIA 

There is a term in the military, POG, which stands for 
Personnel Other than Grunts. It is generally understood that 
POGs make up the majority of the military and they perform 
every job that is not specifically reserved for infantry. Out at 
the Astoria-Warrenton Regional Airport, Brent Gilland 
happily refers to himself as POG. Brent started at the airport 
as a fueler in 2014 and, since that time, his job responsibilities 
have entailed “all of what needs to be done”. 

The airport is often a hub of activity, and provides a vital 
service to the community. Brent and other airport staff are 
responsible for operating the mobile fuel truck, managing the 
Fixed Based Operator (FBO) building, and providing service 
and assistance to tenants and customers. The airport can host 
dozens of aircraft a day, including smaller propeller craft, 
private and business jets, and military aircraft. 

Brent’s background is in the US Coast Guard where he logged 
over 500 hours of flight time. During his 27-year career in the 
Coast Guard, Brent was stationed all over the country from 
coast to coast including Alaska. For now, he is happy to be 
settled in Astoria near his grown children. When asked what 
he likes about the job, Brent replies: “It’s always interesting 
meeting people coming through and doing what you can to 
help them. Always an adventure out here.”  

Warrenton-Astoria Airport is in Good Hands 

Phone: 503-741-3300 
Fax: 503-741-3345 
Email: admin@portofastoria.com 

Serving the Community Since 1910 

www.PortofAstoria.com 
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Brent Gilland at the airport customer window 

A mobile fuel truck operated by Port staff 


